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NAREMBEEN DEEP DRAINAGE PROJECT, IMPACT ON WETLAND RESERVES 

111. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage 

With regard to the Narembeen Deep Drainage Project - 

(1) What has been the impact of deep drainage on wetland reserves that are under the management of the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM)? 

(2) What studies or work has CALM carried out on the impacts of deep drainage, including water quality 
testing? 

(3) If there has been damage sustained from deep drainage impacts, what actions have been taken to 
remedy the situation? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 

(1) The Narembeen deep drain network involves three nature reserves. Two are higher in the catchment, 
and the drains have not affected their conservation values. The drain network finishes in a natural 
drainage line about eight kilometres east of the third nature reserve, Seagroatt Nature Reserve. The 
original drainage proposal passed through the formal Notice of Intent process managed by the 
Commissioner of Soil and Land Conservation. Evaluating the specific impacts of drainage water on the 
nature reserve is highly complex given both the general deterioration of wheatbelt valley floor 
ecosystems and the large flood event in January 2000. Waterlogging as a result of the flood, interacting 
with salinity, caused native plant deaths in a number of wheatbelt valley systems.  

An officer from the Department of Conservation and Land Management has inspected the area 
downstream from the drain outflow, and reported that drainage waters may now be affecting the nature 
reserve.  The Department has expressed concern to the Deputy Commissioner of Soil and Land 
Conservation who is collecting data on the situation.   

(2) A case study dealing with the impacts of rural drainage on nature conservation values was completed 
for the Department of Conservation and Land Management in September 2000. A method for assessing 
impacts of drainage was proposed as part of this work.  As data become available, including 
information from the current CSIRO study of Narembeen drains, it is intended to use the methodology 
to assess impacts on nature conservation values in Seagroatt Nature Reserve. 

(3) Whether or not there are specific impacts from drainage that require remedial action has yet to be 
determined. 

 


